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Course Overview

This course is a general introduction to theoretical perspectives on second language
acquisition (SLA). SLA is a diverse, vibrant field within linguistics, applied linguistics, and
cognitive science. Our goal here will be to gain a deeper understanding of the primary
theoretical tenets, fundamental research questions, and research methodologies in the
broad field of SLA. This course will focus primarily on theoretical aspects of SLA, and
draw insights from linguistic theory and applied linguistics. Questions we will address
include: What is second language acquisition? How do adults and children learn a
second language? What factors contribute to variability in second language learning?
Can a second language learner sound like a native speaker? Why are some learners
better at learning a language than others? Does the context where the language is
spoken matter? Can teachers alter the route of language acquisition by correcting
learners? Do more motivated students learn a second language faster and better than
less motivated students? Do some people have a talent for languages? Does attitude
matter?

Course Objectives
To develop expert understanding of second language acquisition by:
o Becoming familiar with critical questions, theories, methods, and findings in the
literature
e Critically evaluating research findings and their implications

Class Format

This class will be a mixture of lecture/discussion. At times the professor will provide a
lecture to introduce background concepts from the readings and supplementary
information from outside of the readings. Students are encouraged to ask questions,
engage in discussion, and actively participate during the lectures. PowerPoint slides
from lectures will be available after we have covered the material. Students should be
prepared to take their own notes during class.

Evaluation
Attendance, class participation, and completion of a short quiz.

Topics

Lecture 1: Introduction

Lecture 2: Interlanguage (Montrul 2014)

Lecture 3: The Fundamental Differences Hypothesis (Kweon & Bley-Vroman 2011)
Lecture 4: The Critical Period Hypothesis

Lecture 5: Age Effects and ultimate attainment (Abrahamsson & Hyltenstam 2009)
Lecture 6: L1 transfer

Lecture 7: Transitivity alternations in Spanish, English and Turkish (Montrul 2000)
Lecture 8: Aspectual interpretations in Japanese (Gabriele 2010)



Lecture 9: Scope in English (Schulz 2011)

Lecture 10: Gender in Spanish (Gruter et al. 2012)

Lecture 11: The linguistic environment (Shintani & Ellis 2010)
Lecture 12: Individual Differences: Cognition and working memory
Lecture 13: Individual Differences: Aptitude

Lecture 14: Individual Differences: Motivation

Lecture 15: Summary and quiz
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