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No prior background in linguistics is necessary. I take attendance (Remember, it doesn’ t mean just showing up but actually paying

attention !). If you are late more than 20 minutes, you will be considered absent. If you miss 6 or more classes, you will fail.
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[Required] Dechaine, R. M., Burton, S., & Vatikiotis—Bateson, E. (2012). Linguistics for dummies. Mississauga, Ontario: John Wiley &
Sons.
[Optional] Mihalicek, V., & Wilson, C. (Eds.). (2011). Language files: Materials for an introduction to language and linguistics (11th ed.).

Columbus, Ohio: Ohio State University Press.
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Linguistics is a scientific study of language, i.e., our daily tool. How language works? Are there shared systems across human
languages? Does language influence us and our thoughts? ... Don’ t you want to know more about language, which makes us uniquely

human ?

In this course we follow two major goals: 'Get into linguistics’ and 'Use (and Improve ') English in various forms.” Namely, students will
read book chapters from the textbook published in U.S. and supplement materials to participate in activities and discussions using

English.

Students who have taken this class should be able to :
1. Understand basics of general linguistics, e.g., identify patterns for components of language, and cultivate their thoughts on
language.

2. Describe their understanding of language and exchange their ideas and opinions in English.
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Students will read book chapters on the following components of linguistics. Additional readings for discussion will supplement

understanding of language in synthesized perspectives.

1. Introduction
. Building sounds: Phonetics
. Putting Sounds together: Phonology

. Building words: Morphology
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5. Creating Sentences: Syntax
6. Making Sense of Meaning: Semantics

7. Learning Language: Language Acquisition

8. Your Brain on Language: Processing Language

(optional) Other Aspects of Language

BEADAYE—D

The instructor welcomes students who make the best of this opportunity to use/improve their English while learning useful basics of
linguistics. Complete assigned readings before each class and bring your thoughts to fully utilize chances of activities and

discussions.




